FISHERIES MANAGEMENT DIVISION EVALUATION, 03/26/2024

PUBLIC HEARING:

ISSUES:

BACKGROUND:

To consider proposed amendments to Chapter 4VAC20-620,
"Pertaining to Summer Flounder," to establish the 2024 and 2025
recreational management measures.

In December 2023, the Summer Flounder, Scup, and Black Sea Bass
Management Board (Board) and the Mid-Atlantic Fishery
Management Council (Council) met jointly to approve options for
the 2024-2025 recreational management measures for summer
flounder. The Percent Change Approach, as implemented under
Addendum XXXIV to the Summer Flounder, Scup, and Black Sea
Bass Fishery Management Plan (FMP), was used in conjunction with
the Recreational Demand Model (RDM) to determine that summer
flounder requires a 28% reduction in recreational harvest in 2024,
and that management measures would need to remain as status quo
(same as 2024 measures) for 2025.

For summer flounder, the Board and Council opted to proceed with
the regional conservation equivalency processes as outlined in
Addendum XXXII, as opposed to implementing uniform coastwide
measures. Addendum XXXII requires each region (Massachusetts,
Rhode Island, Connecticut-New York, New Jersey, Delaware-
Virginia, North Carolina) to implement summer flounder regulations
that will collectively achieve but not exceed the recreational harvest
limit. Each region must implement measures with the same minimum
size limit, possession limit, and season length, and each region is
expected to achieve a 28% harvest reduction by weight.

Delaware, Maryland, the Potomac River Fisheries Commission, and
Virginia staff reviewed numerous options that considered changes to
possession limit, size limit, and season, and through public input and
staff analysis, reached consensus to support the following preferred
option that achieved the required 28% regional harvest reduction by
weight:

Possession limit = 4 fish
Size Limit 16” from January 1 through May 31 and 17.5” June 1
through December 31

Almost every year, the Council and Board vote on annual
specifications which establish a commercial quota and a recreational
harvest limit (RHL). Expected harvest for the following year
(projected from the previous year or years’ harvest estimates) is
compared to the commercial quota and RHL to determine if action
needs to be taken to reduce or liberalize harvest.



In August 2023, both the Council and Board reviewed the 2023
management track assessment (MTA) and adopted a 2024-2025 RHL
equal to 6.35 million pounds. This represented a 40% reduction from
the 2023 RHL of 10.62 million pounds. The 2023 MTA indicated
that overfishing was occurring in 2022 despite recent underages in
the Allowable Biological Catch (ABC) and the overfishing limit
(OFL). Projections from the previous MTA, which provided for
a liberalization of management measures, appear to have been
overoptimistic, and overestimated spawning stock biomass (SSB)
and underestimated fishing mortality (F). Additional indicators
included declining mean length/weights at age for both male and
female summer flounder, declining maturity at age (largest impact
age 1 fish) and a recent 12-year period of low (but stable)
recruitment. Using the percent change approach, the Council and
Board found the fishery requires a 28% percent reduction in harvest.
If the Board and Council did not vote for regional conservation
equivalency, a single set of measures coastwide would have
decreased the possession limit to 3, increased the size limit to a
minimum of 18”, and closed most of the summer flounder season.

The Delaware-Virginia region has worked collaboratively during the
past few months to come up with viable options that meet the
required reduction in harvest but to also consider regional fishery
differences and needs. For example, a closed season until May would
have a direct impact on the Virginia Eastern Shore spring fishery and
economy, as would a larger size limit. A larger size limit would also
reduce opportunities for Virginia citizens to harvest a legal-size
flounder in the tributaries, including the Potomac River. Also, the
concern about regulatory discards in areas that traditionally have
spring fisheries for flounder was considered by all parties.

Several options were presented to the Finfish Management Advisory
Committee (FMAC) at their January 11, 2024, meeting. At this
meeting, several committee members spoke of the importance of the
spring Eastern Shore fishery. The final option was not available to
the committee at that time, but the committee was notified about
additional options that resulted from further analysis.

After several options were discussed and presented to the angling
public, through advertisements and a joint public hearing on
February 1, 2024, hosted by Maryland’s Department of Natural
Resources, an option was developed that addressed numerous
concerns while also meeting the requirements of the Board and
Council.

Delaware adopted the 4 fish possession limit, with a 16” size limit
January 1 through May 31, and 17.5” size limit June 1 through
December 31, on February 29, 2024, with an effective date of March



STAFF
RECOMMENDATION:

2,2024.

Maryland enacted the same measures for recreational summer
flounder on March 1, 2024.

The Potomac River Fisheries Commission adopted the same
measures on Friday, March 8, 2024.

Virginia is the only remaining regional partner to adopt the joint
measures.

The Board required notification by each jurisdiction of their adoption
of approved measures by March 20, 2024, in order to notify the
Greater Atlantic Regional Fisheries Office and the Secretary of the
U.S. Department of Commerce of individual state compliance with
the harvest reduction by April 1, 2024. The Board was made aware
that the Commission could not act on this management measure until
March 26, 2024, and staff will immediately notify the Board of the
Commission’s final decision once made.

One public comment has been received, to date, from the Virginia
Saltwater Sportfishing Association, Inc. in support of the staff
recommendation.

Staff recommends the Commission approve amendments to Chapter
4VAC20-620, "Pertaining to Summer Flounder," to establish the
2024 and 2025 recreational management measures.



Virginia Saltwater Sportfishing Association,
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David Tobey
Vice President
Patrick Geer
Bob Mandigo Chief of Fisheries Management
Treasurer Virginia Marine Resources Commission

Building 96, 380 Fenwick Road

Kevin Smith Ft. Monroe, VA 23651

Secretary

RE: Summer Flounder,
i Pat,
Board of Directors
In our previously submitted comments on the necessary reduction for the summer flounder
Steve Atkinson harvest, VSSA supported Option 6 for a four (4) bag limit at 17 %", with a full year season. Our
John Bello reason was to support both the eastern shore fishery needing an early spring fishery, and later
in the year for the bay fishery.

Brian Colli
tan Lotins After the public hearings, we note, there has been a 7t option offered for a split season

Chris Dollar allowing four(4) fish at 16” from January 1 through May 31, and four (4) fish at 17 %" from
June 1 through December 31. We are cognizant changing the size in the middle of the season is
Rick Elyar not highly desirable. However, this option does meet the needs for both the eastern shore and
bay fisheries, while achieving the necessary reduction.
Stan Gold
Accordingly, VSSA supports option 7 providing allowing a 16” min through May 31, and 17 %2”
Seai g from June 1 through December 31. We are aware that Maryland has already approved this
Jerry Hughes option effective March 1, and we understand Delaware will follow. VSSA strongly encourages
the Virginia Marine Resource Commission adopt this option at the earliest opportunity.
Tom Jerome
Respectfully,
Bob Mandigo 7/
Kevin Smith (/}61’]1’1 Bello
David Tobey Chair - VSSA Government Relations

Cc: Alexa Galvan - VMRC

A non-profit 501¢3 Organization

Representing Virginia Recreational Anglers
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NOTICE

The Virginia Marine Resources Commission invites public comment on proposed amendments to
regulations, as shown below. By March 11, 2024, the proposed draft regulations may be viewed
on the VMRC web calendar at https://mrc.virginia.gov/calendar.shtm.

In accordance with Section 28.2-209 of the Code of Virginia, a public hearing on the proposed
amendments to these regulations will be held on Tuesday, March 26, 2024, at the Virginia Marine
Resources Commission, 380 Fenwick Road, Bldg. 96, Fort Monroe, Virginia.

Written public comments on the Fisheries Management Division proposals or on fisheries items
not on the agenda must be provided by 12:00 p.m., Monday, March 25, 2024, to Patrick Geer,
VMRC Fisheries Management Division, 380 Fenwick Road, Bldg. 96, Fort Monroe, Virginia
23651, or sent by email to fisheries@mrc.virginia.gov with the subject heading “Commission
Comments”.

The Commission may review Fisheries Management Division items as early as 9:30 a.m.

I. Chapter 4VAC20-252-10 et seq., “Pertaining to Atlantic Striped Bass”

The Commission proposes to amend Chapter 4VAC20-252-10 et seq., “Pertaining to Atlantic
Striped Bass” to change management measures to comply with ASMFC Addendum II to
Amendment 7 for striped bass, to change the recreational season for Potomac River tributaries
summer/fall striped bass season, to streamline the aquaculture of striped bass process, and remove
all gear restrictions for commercial harvesters that hold striped bass quota.

These size and quota amendments are to comply with the ASMFC Addendum II to Amendment 7
to the Fisheries Management Plan for Atlantic Striped Bass. The purpose of changing the Potomac
River tributaries summer/fall striped bass season is to mirror the summer/fall striped bass season
in the main stem of the Potomac River to create consistency for recreational anglers and law
enforcement. The purpose of streamlining the aquaculture sections and removing gear restrictions
is reduce regulatory burden and to allow commercial harvesters to harvest striped bass regardless
of the gear type used.

I1. Chapter 4VAC20-620-10 et seq., “Pertaining to Summer Flounder”
An Agency of the Natural and Historic Resources Secretariat
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The Commission proposes to amend Chapter 4VAC20-620-10 et seq., “Pertaining to Summer
Flounder” to set the recreational summer flounder minimum size limit as 16 inches from January
1 through May 31 and 17 2 inches from June 1 through December 31.

The purpose of the amendment is to comply with interstate, coast-wide management measures for
this resource.

VMRC DOES NOT DISCRIMINATE AGAINST INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES;
THEREFORE, IF YOU ARE IN NEED OF REASONABLE ACCOMMODATIONS
BECAUSE OF A DISABILITY, PLEASE ADVISE MICHELE GUILFORD (757-247-2206)
NO LATER THAN FIVE WORK DAYS PRIOR TO THE MEETING DATE AND
IDENTIFY YOUR NEEDS.
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PREAMBLE

This chapter establishes limitations on the commercial and recreational harvest of summer
flounder in order to manage the fishing mortality rate in order to maintain a healthy stock of
summer flounder. The limitations include a commercial harvest quota and possession limits,
minimum size limits, and a recreational possession and season limit.

This chapter is promulgated pursuant to the authority contained in §§28.2-201 and 28.2-204 of
the Code of Virginia and amends and re-adopts, as amended, previous Chapter 4 VAC20-620-10
et seq. which was promulgated DPeeember 7202+ April 26, 2022 and made effective on December

8,2021 May 1, 2022. The effective date of this chapter, as amended, is May$2022 April 1, 2024.

4 VAC 20-620-10. Purpose.

The purpose of this chapter is to manage commercial and recreational fishing mortality in order
to maintain healthy stocks of summer flounder and to establish a license for commercial fishing
vessels to land summer flounder in Virginia.

4 VAC 20-620-20. Definitions.

The following words and terms when used in this chapter shall have the following meanings
unless the context indicates otherwise:

"Chesapeake Bay and its tributaries" means all tidal waters of Virginia, excluding the Potomac
River tributaries and the coastal area as defined in this section.

"Coastal area" means the area that includes Virginia's portion of the Territorial Sea and all of
the creeks, bays, inlets, and tributaries on the seaside of Accomack County, Northampton County,
including areas east of the causeway from Fisherman Island to the mainland and the City of
Virginia Beach, including federal areas and state parks fronting on the Atlantic Ocean and east and
south of the point where the shoreward boundary of the Territorial Sea joins the mainland at Cape
Henry.

“Land” or “landing” means to (i) enter port with finfish, shellfish, crustaceans, or other marine
seafood on board any boat or vessel; (ii) begin offloading finfish, shellfish, crustaceans, or other
marine seafood; or (iii) offload finfish, shellfish, crustaceans, or other marine seafood.
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"Potomac River tributaries" means all the tributaries of the Potomac River that are within
Virginia's jurisdiction beginning with, and including, Flag Pond, thence upstream to the District
of Columbia boundary.

"Safe harbor" means that a vessel has been authorized by the commissioner to enter Virginia
waters from federal waters solely to either dock temporarily at a Virginia seafood buyer's place of
business or traverse the Intracoastal Waterway from Virginia to North Carolina.

“Snout” means the most forward projection from a fish’s head that includes the upper and
lower jaw.

“Total length” means the length of a fish measured from the most forward projection of the
snout, with the mouth closed, to the tip of the longer lobe of the tail (caudal) fin, measured with
the tail compressed along the midline, using a straight-line measure, not measured over the curve
of the body.

4 VAC 20-620-30. Commercial harvest quota and allowable landings.

A. During each calendar year, allowable commercial landings of summer flounder shall be
limited to a quota in total pounds calculated pursuant to the joint Mid-Atlantic Fishery
Management Council/Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission Summer Flounder Fishery
Management Plan.

B. The commercial harvest of summer flounder from Virginia tidal waters for each calendar
year shall be limited to 100,000 pounds of the annual quota described in subsection A of this
section.

C. It shall be unlawful for any person to harvest or to land summer flounder for commercial
purposes after the commercial harvest limit or any allowable commercial landings as described in
this section have been attained and announced as such. If any person lands summer flounder after
the commercial harvest limit or any allowable commercial landings have been attained and
announced as such, the entire amount of summer flounder in that person's possession shall be
confiscated.

D. It shall be unlawful for any buyer of seafood to receive any summer flounder after any
commercial harvest limit or } allowable commercial landings as described in this section has been
attained and announced as such.

4 VAC 20-620-40. Commercial vessel possession and landing limitations.

A. It shall be unlawful for any person harvesting summer flounder outside of Virginia's waters
to do any of the following, except as described in subsections B, C, and D of this section:
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1. Possess aboard any vessel in Virginia waters any amount of summer flounder in excess
of 10% by weight of Atlantic croaker or the combined landings, on board a vessel, of black
sea bass, scup, squid, scallops and Atlantic mackerel.

2. Possess aboard any vessel in Virginia waters any amount of summer flounder in excess
of 1,500 pounds landed in combination with Atlantic croaker.

3. Fail to sell the vessel’s entire harvest of all species at the point of landing.

B. Nothing in this chapter shall preclude a vessel from possessing any North Carolina or New
Jersey vessel possession limit of summer flounder in Virginia; however, no vessel that possesses
the North Carolina or New Jersey vessel possession limit of summer flounder shall offload any
amount of that possession limit, except as described in subsection I of this section.

C. It shall be unlawful for any person to land summer flounder in Virginia that was harvested
outside of Virginia waters, except as in accordance with the established seasons and landing limits
announced by the Marine Resources Commission (commission). Season opening dates, closing
dates, and landing limits shall be set based on market conditions and quota monitoring and
announced on the commission website. Within each season announced by the commission, it shall
be unlawful to do any of the following:

1. Possess aboard any vessel in Virginia waters any amount of summer flounder in excess
of the combined total of the Virginia landing limit described in subdivision 2 of this
subsection and the amount of the legal North Carolina or New Jersey landing limit or trip
limit.

2. Land any summer flounder more than the landing limit announced by the commission.

3. Land in Virginia any amount of summer flounder more than once in any consecutive
five-day period.

D. From January 1 through December 31, any boat or vessel issued a valid federal Summer
Flounder moratorium permit and owned and operated by a legal Virginia Commercial Hook-and-
Line Licensee that possesses a Restricted Summer Flounder Endorsement shall be restricted to a
possession and landing limit of 200 pounds of summer flounder, except as described in 4 VAC
20-620-30 C.

E. Upon request by a marine police officer, the seafood buyer or processor shall offload and
accurately determine the total weight of all summer flounder aboard any vessel landing summer
flounder in Virginia.

F. Any possession limit described in this section shall be determined by the weight in pounds
of summer flounder as customarily packed, boxed and weighed by the seafood buyer or processor.
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The weight of any summer flounder in pounds found in excess of any possession limit described
in this section shall be prima facie evidence of violation of this chapter. Persons in possession of
summer flounder aboard any vessel in excess of the possession limit shall be in violation of this
chapter unless that vessel has requested and been granted safe harbor. Any buyer or processor
offloading or accepting any quantity of summer flounder from any vessel in excess of the
possession limit shall be in violation of this chapter, except as described by subsection I of this
section. A buyer or processor may accept or buy summer flounder from a vessel that has secured
safe harbor, provided that vessel has satisfied the requirements described in subsection I of this
section.

G. If a person violates the possession limits described in this section, the entire amount of
summer flounder in that person's possession shall be confiscated. Any confiscated summer
flounder shall be considered as a removal from the appropriate commercial harvest or landings
quota. Upon confiscation, the marine police officer shall inventory the confiscated summer
flounder and, at a minimum, secure two bids for purchase of the confiscated summer flounder
from approved and licensed seafood buyers. The confiscated fish will be sold to the highest bidder
and all funds derived from such sale shall be deposited for the Commonwealth pending court
resolution of the charge of violating the possession limits established by this chapter. All of the
collected funds will be returned to the accused upon a finding of innocence or forfeited to the
Commonwealth upon a finding of guilty.

H. It shall be unlawful for a licensed seafood buyer or federally permitted seafood buyer to fail
to contact the Marine Resources Commission Operations Station prior to a vessel offloading
summer flounder harvested outside of Virginia. The buyer shall provide to the Marine Resources
Commission the name of the vessel, its captain, an estimate of the amount in pounds of summer
flounder on board that vessel, and the anticipated or approximate offloading time. Once
offloading of any vessel is complete and the weight of the landed summer flounder has been
determined, the buyer shall contact the Marine Resources Commission Operations Station and
report the vessel name and corresponding weight of summer flounder landed. It shall be unlawful
for any person to offload from a boat or vessel for commercial purposes any summer flounder
during the period of 9 p.m. to 7 a.m.

L. Tt shall be unlawful for any boat or vessel possessing summer flounder on board to enter
Virginia waters for safe harbor unless they have contacted the Marine Resources Commission
Operations Station in advance of such entry into Virginia waters. Any boat or vessel that has
entered Virginia waters for safe harbor shall only offload summer flounder when the state that
licenses that vessel requests to transfer quota to Virginia, in the amount that corresponds to that
vessel's possession limit, and the commissioner agrees to accept that transfer of quota.

J. Tt shall be unlawful for any person to possess aboard any vessel, in Virginia, any amount of
summer flounder, once it has been projected and announced that 100% of the quota described in
4VAC20-620-30 A has been taken.
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K. It shall be unlawful to transfer or offload summer flounder from one vessel to another vessel
at sea.

4 VAC 20-620-41. Summer flounder endorsement license, restricted summer flounder
endorsement license, and exemption.

A. It shall be unlawful for any boat or vessel to land summer flounder in Virginia, for
commercial purposes, without first obtaining a Seafood Landing License as described in
4VAC20-920-30 and a Summer Flounder Endorsement License or possessing a Restricted
Summer Flounder Endorsement License. The Summer Flounder Endorsement License shall be
required of each boat or vessel used to land summer flounder for commercial purposes.
Possession of any quantity of summer flounder which exceeds the possession limit, described in
4VAC20-620-60, shall be presumed to be for commercial purposes. Any boat or vessel so
licensed shall display a Summer Flounder Endorsement License decal, provided by the Virginia
Marine Resources Commission. The decals shall be displayed on both the port and starboard sides
of the pilot house.

B. It shall be unlawful for any buyer of seafood to receive any summer flounder from any boat
or vessel which is not licensed for the landing of summer flounder unless that boat or vessel is
exempt from the requirement to obtain a Seafood Landing License and a Summer Flounder
Endorsement License as described in 4VAC20-920-30 and this section.

C. Any boat or vessel that is both owned and operated by a person who holds a valid Virginia
Commercial Fisherman Registration License and is used solely for fishing for summer flounder
only in Virginia waters shall be exempt from the requirement to obtain a Summer Flounder
Endorsement License.

D. Any boat or vessel operated by a person harvesting and landing marine seafood from the
Potomac River who holds a valid Potomac River Fisheries Commission commercial license shall
be exempt from the requirement to obtain a Summer Flounder Endorsement License.

E. Any boat or vessel operated by a person harvesting and landing marine seafood from leased
ground or reharvesting marine seafood as part of the relay process shall be exempt from the
requirements to obtain a Summer Flounder Endorsement License.

F. To be eligible for a Summer Flounder Endorsement License the boat or vessel shall have
landed and sold at least 500 pounds of summer flounder in Virginia in at least one year during the
period of 1993 through 1995.

1. The owner shall complete an application for each boat or vessel by providing to the
commission a notarized and signed statement of applicant's name, address, telephone
number, boat or vessel name, and registration or documentation number and a copy of the
vessel's federal Summer Flounder moratorium permit.
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2. The owner shall complete a notarized authorization to allow the commission to obtain
copies of landings data from the National Marine Fisheries Service.

G. To be eligible for a Restricted Summer Flounder Endorsement License (RSFEL), a person
must be a legal Virginia commercial hook-and-line licensee and own a vessel issued a valid
federal summer flounder moratorium permit. The person shall complete an application for the
RSFEL by providing to the commission a notarized and signed statement of the person’s name,
address, telephone number, boat or vessel name, the boat or vessel’s registration or documentation
number, and a copy of that vessel's federal summer flounder moratorium permit.

H. Effective February 24, 2004, any vessel eligible for a Summer Flounder Endorsement
License shall be considered a baseline vessel, and that vessel’s total length shall be used to
determine eligibility for all future transfers of that Summer Flounder Endorsement License. A
Summer Flounder Endorsement License may be transferred from one vessel to another vessel that
is entering the summer flounder fishery, provided the vessel receiving the Summer Flounder
Endorsement License does not exceed by more than 10%, the total length of the baseline vessel
that held that Summer Flounder Endorsement License on February 24, 2004.

4 VAC 20-620-42. Summer flounder endorsement license and hardship exception.

Any licensed fisherman who provides to the commissioner an opinion and supporting
documentation from an attending physician of an existing medical condition, proof of active
military service, documentation that indicates substantial vessel damage, or other significant
extenuating circumstances that prevented that licensed fisherman from satisfying the eligibility
criteria described in 4VAC20-620-41 F and can provide documentation of having landed at least
500 pounds of summer flounder during any one year of the 1990 through 1992 period may be
authorized for an exception to the requirements to be eligible for a Summer Flounder
Endorsement License as described in 4VAC20-620-41 F.

4 VAC 20-620-45. Repealed.
4 VAC 20-620-50. Minimum size limits.

A. The minimum size for summer flounder harvested by commercial fishing gear shall be 14
inches in total length.

B. The minimum size of summer flounder harvested by recreational fishing gear, including

hook and line, rod and reel, spear and gig, shall be 16 inches in total length January 1 through May

31 and 17.5 inches in total length June 1 through December 31, except that the minimum size of




VIRGINIA MARINE RESOURCES COMMISSION PAGE 7 OF 9
“PERTAINING TO SUMMER FLOUNDER”
CHAPTER 4 VAC 20-620-10 ET SEQ.

summer flounder harvested in the Potomac River tributaries shall be the same as established by

the Potomac River Fisheries Commission for the mainstem Potomac River.

C. It shall be unlawful for any person to possess any summer flounder smaller than the
designated minimum size limit.

D. Nothing in this chapter shall prohibit the landing of summer flounder in Virginia that were
legally harvested in the Potomac River.

4 VAC 20-620-60. Recreational possession limit.

A. It shall be unlawful for any person fishing in any tidal waters of Virginia, except the
Potomac River tributaries, with recreational hook and line, rod and reel, spear, gig or other
recreational gear to possess more than four summer flounder. When fishing is from a boat or vessel
where the entire catch is held in a common hold or container, the possession limit shall be for the
boat or vessel and shall be equal to the number of persons on board legally eligible to fish
multiplied by four. The captain or operator of the boat or vessel shall be responsible for any boat
or vessel possession limit. Any summer flounder taken after the possession limit has been reached
shall be returned to the water immediately.

B. It shall be unlawful for any person fishing in the Potomac River tributaries with recreational
hook and line, rod and reel, spear, gig or other recreational gear to possess more summer flounder
than the possession limit established by the Potomac River Fisheries Commission for the mainstem
Potomac River. When fishing is from a boat or vessel where the entire catch is held in a common
hold or container, the possession limit shall be for the boat or vessel and shall be equal to the
number of persons on board legally eligible to fish multiplied by the possession limit established
by the Potomac River Fisheries Commission for the mainstem Potomac River. The captain or
operator of the boat or vessel shall be responsible for any boat or vessel possession limit. Any
summer flounder taken after the possession limit has been reached shall be returned to the water
immediately.

C. Possession of any quantity of summer flounder that exceeds the possession limit described
in subsections A and B of this section shall be presumed to be for commercial purposes.

4 VAC 20-620-70. Recreational fishing season.

A. The recreational fishing season for any tidal waters of Virginia, except the Potomac River
tributaries, shall be open year-round.

B. The recreational fishing season for the Potomac River tributaries shall be the same as
established by the Potomac River Fisheries Commission for the mainstem Potomac River.
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C. It shall be unlawful for any person fishing recreationally to take, catch, or possess any
summer flounder during any closed recreational fishing season.

D. Nothing in this chapter shall prohibit the landing of summer flounder in Virginia that were
legally harvested in the Potomac River.

4 VAC 20-620-75. (Repealed.)
4 VAC 20-620-80. Penalty

A. As set forth in §28.2-903 of the Code of Virginia, any person violating any provision of this
chapter shall be guilty of a Class 3 misdemeanor, and a second or subsequent violation of any
provision of this chapter committed by the same person within 12 months of a prior violation is a
Class 1 misdemeanor.

B. Any person found guilty of violating any of the seafood laws or regulations of Virginia may
have their Summer Flounder Endorsement License revoked upon review by the commission as
provided for in §28.2-232 of the Code of Virginia.
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This is to certify that the foregoing is a true and accurate copy of the chapter passed by the Marine
Resources Commission, pursuant to authority vested in the Commission by §§28.2-201, and 28.2-
204 of the Code of Virginia, and recorded in the Commission's minute book, at meeting held in
Hampton, Virginia on March 26, 2024.

COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA
MARINE RESOURCES COMMISSION

By:

Jamie L. Green
Commissioner

Subscribed and sworn to before me this day of 2024.
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